RELATIONSHIPS

REVERTING BACK TO THE NATURAL MAN
There’s a little song, which has been going around for a quite a number of years, entitled, “I have decided to follow Jesus.”  One verse goes something like this, 

“I have decided to follow Jesus!  

No turning back!  No turning back!  

The cross before me, the world behind me!

No turning back!  No turning back!”

For me, that little verse exemplifies so much of what the Word has said about this subject.  In Luk.9:57-62 we see Jesus talking to some people who said they wanted to follow him, and he finished with the words, “Anyone who puts his hand to the plow, and then looks back, isn’t fit for the kingdom of heaven.”

Again, in Luk.9:23 he said “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself (self – the flesh – the old nature – the sin nature – the fallen nature), take up his cross daily and follow me.” And “Whoever does not bear his own cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” (Luk.14:27)
Jeremiah, inspired by the Spirit of Christ said, “Cursed is the one who does the work of the Lord with slackness” (Jer. 48:10); and in causing the prophet to record this statement, the Spirit of God makes it clear that for us to become slack in walking in the power of his loving nature, is tantamount to reverting back to our old ways.  

In Hebrews we read, “My righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” (Heb.10:37)  

Again, we’re warned to count the cost before starting out with the Lord.  (Luk.14:27-33)  The obvious conclusion we draw from that statement by Jesus is that we must not attempt to start out on this road with him until we’re so convinced, by his Spirit, of his willing ability to do in us all that we can’t do of ourselves, that we surrender everything to him.  

And of course we must never try to push, or drag, others through that door of commitment to the truth of God’s Word, as shown in Jesus Christ, until he has them ready for such commitment.   Then we won’t end up with premature, malformed spiritual births, which, sadly, seem to be all too common.

Away back in Genesis we can see that looking back to our old natural past is disastrous! (Gen.19:26)  Oh, I know, this story of Lot’s wife is often scoffed at today, when we, because of our vanity, think we know better, claiming that such events are fictional, just because we can’t comprehend them.  Our pride would make Almighty God conform to the limits of our understanding, our sciences, our understanding of love, and so on. How terrible it would be if God’s ways and understanding suffered the same limitations as ours!  So please, let’s remember Is.55:8-9
But, in fact, if we, as children of God Almighty, (1Jh.3:9, 4:7, 5:4 & 18), care to look honestly at ourselves, we can clearly see that, if we keep looking back to our pasts, we most likely will end up doing one of two things.

The first of these is that we can end up depressed and full of regrets because of all the lost opportunities; all the times when, if we’d made another choice, we could have done so much better for ourselves. (2Cor.7:10)  Either that or we may find ourselves envious of others who seemed to make the right decisions, and so they’ve ended up with much more of what this world has to offer than we have. (2Cor.10:12)
The second is that we can end up with a whole heap of guilt because of all we’ve done wrong, or a whole heap of pride because we’ve done so much better than many others. (1Tim.1:5, 1Jh.2:16-17)

Of course there is a time when it’s vital to look back to see our mistakes and failures, but always with a view to learning from them, and improving our walk with God, or of seeing what he has done in our lives; and praising him for those things. (1Pet.1:18-21, Rom.4:20)  This is what the Word of God is talking about when it says, “If we judge ourselves truly, we should not be judged.” (1Cor.11:31)  Of course here it is vital to remember the words of Jesus when he said, “Without me, you can do nothing.” (Jh.15:5)
Add to that the importance of remembering just what we’ve been delivered from, honestly remembering what our heart attitudes were really like, not some romanticised notion, or fanciful remembrance, coloured by memories which can so often be distorted by our vanity, or by what we choose to call to mind. (Eph.2:1-10)

When I look back to my past, especially to the time before the Lord began to reveal himself to me, and that according to his promise in his Word, (Jh.14:21, Jer.29:13), I can see so many lost opportunities to make good in this world.  I can remember different ones who went on to become very successful business people, especially in the field I was involved in, building.

But when I look at what this great God has done in Terri’s and my life, it truly staggers me.  His grace and generosity have been, and continue to be, in the fullest sense of the phrase, ‘Out of this world’. (2Pet1:3)

We don’t have very much of this world’s treasures by society’s standard, but yet we have riches that leave everything this world has to offer, completely out in the cold.  These are laid up in our Father’s vault, where no one can steal them, or diminish their value. (Matt.6:19-21)  We have a home waiting for us, which we get a glimpse of every now and then, especially in his Word. (Phil.3:20, Jh.14:2)  We have an absolute abundance of spiritual foods, which never grow stale. (Jh.6:35)  We have clothing and footwear which never wear out, and the wherewithal to keep them spotless. (Is.61:10, Rev.7:9-14, Eph.6:14, Deut.8:4, 1Jh.1:7)

Last, but by no means least we have the hope, that when Jesus Christ returns, we will not only see him, but we will be like him. (1Jh.3:2-3)  In fact, on that day the Morning Star will rise in our hearts.  Then he and he alone, will shine out from us, for ever.  Wow!! (2Pet.16-19, Rev.2:28 & 22:16)

When it comes to the natural things we need for living here, he has seen to it that we have more than enough to pay our bills, to put food on our table, not just for ourselves but for everyone who comes along, a home in exile where there’s love, room and comfort for all that enter our door. (Matt6:31-33)  He has provided what’s needed for us to “Go out into the world”, sharing his Word with seeking hearts, and also for us to have a break, in his company, every now and then. (Mk.6:31)
He has made us part of his family. (1Jh.3:2)  A family we can withdraw into, and get together with, from time to time, as we have the need. (Heb.10:24-25)  A family of brothers and sisters who delight in talking about him, his Word, his faithfulness to that Word, and of how every need is met completely, often at the last moment before it’s needed.

And, without fail, we must always remember the words of scripture, “If there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving as ordinary men.” (1Cor.3:2-7)  So, it’s time for us all to grow up, to mature!  (Heb.5:12-14)
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